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Valentine's Day Dining 2010

The Palm Court is offering a "Valentine's Tea."

It looks like Valentine’s Day will be an all-weekend affair this year, falling as it does on a

Sunday.

On Valentine’s Eve, Saturday 13, there’s partying at Shoreditch's The Brickhouse, where

guests will be living it up at "The Bloody Masquerade Ball," which seems to bring a touch of

Hallowe’en to the usual sugary romance of it all. One catch: it's invite-only, but the website

suggests you try your luck and e-mail list@thebrickhouse.co.uk; tickets are £10 and £15;

for regular dining, call 020-7247-0005 or reserve online).

Feel like something a little more traditional? On Saturday and Sunday, there's a special

"Valentine's Tea" at The Palm Court in the newly refurbished Langham Hotel. It runs £47.50

for two people and includes a pink rose, finger sandwiches and a bevy of desserts (seatings

at 2, 2:30 and 4 PM; 020-7965-0195; click here for the menu).

For something a little more substantial, The Capital in Knightsbridge is offering a £165 six-

course dinner on Saturday 13 and a £125 four-course lunch the next day. Additionally, the

hotel is offering an overnight rate of £305 for doubles, which includes chocolates and a £50

Harrods voucher (020-7591-1202; reserve online). 

On Valentine's Day itself, Arbutus (020-7734-4545) and Wild Honey (020-7758-9160) are

each offering special set menus for lunch and dinner  – three courses for £45 at lunch and

three courses for £65 at dinner. And the plush and supremely romantic Greenhouse is
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serving a seven-course special menu for £120 on Sunday evening (020-7499-3331). Not

enough courses for you? Mayfair sushi spot Umu has a nine-course kaiseki menu available

for £110 per person (020-7499-8881; reserve online).

Want some bling to round it all off? In addition to serving a £45-per-person, three-course

menu on February 14, Camden Town's Pan-Asian Gilgamesh is offering a £10 "Diamonds

Are Forever" cocktail at the bar – one lucky customer will find a £600 diamond at the bottom

of their glass. Just try not to swallow it (020-7482-5757).

– Roger Clarke
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